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Re Tim Lyons

“He wrote a song about a party he was’nt at 

before it happened”

Brian O’Rourke

Re Táin Scholars

“Academics who write about a cattle raid they 

were’nt on 2,000 years after it never happened”

Táin Bó Cúailnge: is it fact of fable?



Scribal note at the end of the Book of Leinster version 
of  the Táin:

‘I who have copied down this story, or more 
accurately  fantasy, do not credit the details of the 
story ... Some things in it are devilish lies, and some 
poetical figments; some seem possible and others not; 
some are for the enjoyment of idiots’

Táin Bó Cúailnge: is it fact of fable?



‘General direction taken by 

Meave’s forces on the Táin …’

Standish Hayes O’Grady

from: Hull, The Cuchullin Saga (1898)

The ROUTE of Táin Bó Cúailnge



Thomas Kinsella

Dolmen Press 1969

Oxford UP, 1970



Route of the Táin

(from Kinsella 1970)



Kinsella 1969, 261



Route of the Táin Bó Cúailnge

Research on Individual Placenames
Paul Gosling

‘Placing Names in TBC’ papers

County Louth Archaeological & Historical Journal

Published

- 2011 the river ‘Níth’ and the ford ‘Áth Carpat’

- 2012 the gaps ‘Bernas Bó Cúailnge’ and ‘Bernas Bó nUlad’

- 2013 the ford ‘Áth Fhir Diad’

- 2014 the ford ‘Áth Lethan’

Forthcoming:

-2015 the camp ‘Finnabair Chúailnge’ and the mountain  

‘Finnabair Sléibe’



in Emania: Journal of the Navan Research Group, Vol. 22 (2014)
Preview available online at https://gmit.academia.edu/PaulGosling

https://gmit.academia.edu/PaulGosling


Route of the Táin Revised
Emania Vol. 22 (2014)



Route of the Táin Bó Cúailnge

TEXTS of Táin Bó Cúailnge as Source for the route

- ‘Sligi na Tána in seo ...’ 

- Known as the ‘Itinerary’ 

- Comprises a list of c.66 obscure placenames

-‘On the Monday after the autumn festival of Samhain they 

set out. They travelled south-east from Crúachan Aí, by 

Mucc Cruinb, past Terloch Teóra Crích, past Túaim Móna, 

past Cúil Silinne, …. [54 names omitted] …. past Ánmag, 

past Deind, past Delt, past Dubglais, past Fid Mór, past 

Colptha, past Crond in Cúailnge.’ 

(Recension I, Lines 114-130)



Route of the Táin Bó Cúailnge Redux

The ‘ITINERARY’ as Source for the route in Longford

- ‘They travelled south-east from Crúachan Aí, by Mucc

Cruinb, past Terloch Teóra Crích, past Túaim Móna, past 

Cúil Silinne, past Fid, past Bolga, past Coltain, past Glúne

Gabair, past Mag Trego, past northern Tethba, past 

southern Tethba, past Tíarthechta, past Ord, southwards 

past Slais, past Indeóind, past Carn, past Otrach, past 

Mide, past Findglassa Assail, past Delt, past Delind, past 

Sailig, past Slaibre, past Slechta (where they hewed down 

the trees), past Cúil Sibrinne ’                                

(Recension I, Lines 114-130)



Route of the Táin Bó Cúailnge Redux

The ‘ITINERARY’ as Source for the route in Longford

Crúachan Aí

Mucc Cruinb

Terloch Teóra Crích

Túaim Móna

Cúil Silinne

Fid

Bolga

Coltain

Glúne Gabair

Mag Trego

Tethba

Tíarthechta

Ord

Slais

Indeóind

Carn

Otrach

Mide

Findglassa Assail

Delt

Delind

Sailig

Slaibre

Slechta

Cúil Sibrinne Kells

Rathcroghan

Toomona
Ardkillin L.

Clongesh

By. of Granard

River Inny

rivers



Route of the Táin Refined



Route of the Táin Bó Cúailnge

LORE as a Source for the route

The example of SCRAMOGE  
- ‘ a woman in Co. Roscommon showed me where the old road 
ran between Scramoge Gap and the Shannon, over which 
Meave marched her army. “How do you know it was there?” I 
asked. “Because my father dug up the flags with which it was 
paved” she replied’



Route of the Táin Bó Cúailnge

Other pieces of ‘Route-lore’ 
●Multyfarnham, Co. Westmeath

- ‘Boher na tauna’ is mentioned by de Vismes Kane in 1917
● Collinstown, Co. Westmeath

- ‘Bohernatawnagh’ is maked on 1st ed. Of OS six-inch maps
● Rathmea, Co. Meath is mentiond as place Medb camped

- ‘Queen Medb camped for the night’ is a local tradition
● Castle Kieran, Co. Meath

- ‘Medb stopped for the night’ is a local tradition



Route of the Táin Refined



Route of the Táin Bó Cúailnge

Fergus Mac Roich leads Medb’s Army astray
‘ Then after the army has been led astray across bogs and 
streams, they went and spent the night in Granard in northern 
Tethba. For the sake of kinship Fergus sent a warning to the 
Ulstermen who were still suffering from their debility, all except 
Cú Chulainn and his father Súaltaim. ... 

... Then Fergus was given the task of leading the army along the 
path. He went far astray to the south to give the Ulstermen time 
to complete the mustering of their army. This he did out of 
affection for his own kin.

Ailill and Medb noticed this, and Medb said:
“ O Fergus, this is strange. What manner of path do we travel? 

We go astray to south and to north, past every strange district”’



The Route of the Táin Bó Cúailnge

Extract from ‘The Tain March’ publicity poster, June 2011



The Táin March:  

a community initiative



‘Buíon’ of troops from the 27th Infantry Battalion, Irish Army, Aiken Barracks, 

Dundalk on The Táin March, 2014



Route of the Táin Bó Cúailnge Redux

Scoping document for the 2015 March!



NEW WEBSITE:        www.tainmarch.ie

FACEBOOK PAGE:  Tain March

DATES:     Sat. 28th May - Mon. 6th June

PHONE: Tom Laramie 087-2170131



The ORIGINAL Táin Bó Cúailnge !



Route of the Táin Bó Cúailnge

Useful Sources
Gene Haley
‘Places in the Tain: the topography of the Tain Bo 
Cuailnge mapped and globally positioned’
-http://genehaleytbc.wordpress.com 

Edmund Hogan
Onomasticon Goedelicum: ... an index with 
identifications to the Gaelic names of places and tribes
- Hoggis Figgis, Dublin 1910
- Locus website in UCC


