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Tain Bo Cuailnge: is it fact of fable?

Re Tim Lyons
“He wrote a song about a party he was’nt at

before it happened”
Brian O’Rourke

Re Tain Scholars
“Academics who write about a cattle raid they
were’'nt on 2,000 years after it never happened”
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TRANSLATED BY
THOMAS KINSELLA

Thomas Kinsella

THE TAIN
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Brush drawings by Louis le Brocquy
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PP ration or fantasy. DUE THERE SEE JADY DHiihes Sbla b e

ato" "™ rtainty, can be identified wit "
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womP€ nse of place is on the whole — Kjnsella 1969, 261
e Of place-names and their OTIgIN, Al " p v W 10110W the

_ute of the Tdim i athits—essentials:

"y map of the route is given on pages 294/ 5. Simplified as it is, it would
_.ve been impossible to put this map together withcut expert help.
+ic was provided Dy Professor John V. Kelleher and Mr. Gene C.
1alev of Harvard University, who have been extraordinarily generous
'1 the fruit of their researches, and with many suggestions. Their

wwmans_adequately—repfeseﬂfe&‘hﬂf i particular
il

aley’s detailed and meticulous work on the place names of Congille
A.:'-j‘;'(iuailnge (which, with other matter, will be published soon in 2
Dolmen Press book on ‘The Route of the Tain’). The maps In the
e designed O information to 10

the movements of the story.

A strong element in the sagas is their directness - the picking

easy references to seduction, COPulaﬁon" .“"“atig?;{n was bego E
vermin, the suggestion of incest in C.h \neasiness Lady
and so on, This coarseness was a S PO
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Route of the Tain B6 Cuailnge

Research on Individual Placenames

Paul Gosling

‘Placing Names in TBC' papers

County Louth Archaeological & Historical Journal

Published

- 2011 the river ‘Nith’ and the ford ‘Ath Carpat’

- 2012 the gaps ‘Bernas Bo6 Cuailnge’ and ‘Bernas B6 nUlad’
- 2013 the ford ‘Ath Fhir Diad’

- 2014 the ford ‘Ath Lethan’

Forthcoming:
-2015 the camp ‘Finnabair Chuailnge’ and the mountain
‘Finnabair Sleéibe’



The Route of Tain Bé Cuailnge Revisited
Paul Gosling

Department of Heritage & Tourism, Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology

Abstract

This paper focuses on the topographic and toponymic aspects of
Tain Bé Cuailnge, specifically the work of Gene Haley and
Thomas Kinsella. Their re-construction of the route of Queen
Medb’s forces from Criiachain (Co. Roscommon) to Ciiailnge (Co.
Louth) and back is reviewed. Evaluations of and revisions to same
are presented.

he has, in effect, published his PhD research. In the meantime,
new translations of TBC have appeared in which the topo-
graphic aspects of the epic are downplayed or ignored (Neeson
2004; Carson 2007). The paragraphs that follow review the route
as reconstructed by Haley and Kinsella (Figs. 1 and 2), examine
the evidence underpinning their identifications, and offer re-
evaluations as appropriate (Figs. 4-6).
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https://gmit.academia.edu/PaulGosling
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Route of the Tain B6 Cuailnge Redux

The ‘ITINERARY’ as Source for the route in Longford

- “They travelled south-east from Cruachan Ai, by Mucc
Cruinb, past Terloch Teora Crich, past Tuaim Mona, past
Cuil Silinne, past Fid, past Bolga, past Coltain, past Glune
Gabair, past Mag Trego, past northern Tethba, past
southern Tethba, past Tiarthechta, past Ord, southwards
past Slais, past Indeoind, past Carn, past Otrach, past
Mide, past Findglassa Assail, past Delt, past Delind, past
Sailig, past Slaibre, past Slechta (where they hewed down
the trees), past Cuil Sibrinne’

(Recension |, Lines 114-130)



Route of the Tain B6 Cuailnge Redux

The ‘ITINERARY’ as Source for the route in Longford

Cruachan Ai Rathcroghan| Slais

Mucc Cruinb Indedind River Inny
Terloch Teora Crich Carn

Tdaim Mdna Toomona! Otrach

Cuil Silinne Ardkillin L.| Mide

Fid Findglassa Assall

Bolga Delt rivers
Coltain Delind

Glune Gabair Sailig

Mag Trego Clongesh Slaibre

Tethba By. of Granard | Slechta

Tiarthechta Cuil Sibrinne Kells

Ord




Rathcroghan
(Cruaghain)

Toomona

.

»
oe”ho

Cloondara

26,

e"n
&

The Route of TBC in the Midlands NN

o, Longford

Edgeworthstown ¢ ~ _ 7
u )
_VRathowen

7
\
ey 'Moyvare Rathconrath ~ Slanemore Ballyglass
Tang R ~ &, u Hill (Ath Féne)
& *<¥—corr
FEE 'Ballymore
g ‘W, 4 Uisheach
& ‘9&/,
)
.The Clare®~, &
Fad Hil fey
5 reen

Carrick on
Shannon
L. Boderg ‘
Tulsk Strokestown
4
L/ "ay ..
Ardkillin L. o
> IS
3 $
& &
S
Roscommon
2
o |
> Lecarrow

Athlone

(Ath Luain)
N

o
&

S

Ballinasloe

@
[ ] ~ \ h g oé\

Moste ~ - - g
Killoged oate | & 27 I
9 ”fghan _- 1 Kilbeggan 2 0 ffa y 20
T TR 0 »
- S
Clara y, o ,’

= Route of the Tain Refined




’
Emain Macha
[

ULSTER /|

[

ch

rldim

Temair ®
s

- Mg TEINS

-

!

'
N

~—-
/
Nl
)

N e
Ath Luain § Athtone

Dublin




Ath Luain

-

- -
Slemain

~

Midi

Mullis

1
/’
4 .
\

’
Emain Macha
[

ULS_TER"

N |
/ 1
/ '

[

\
i
\

1

ch

rldim

Temair ®
s

= T EINS

S

!

'
N

-~
/
N
)

Dublin




]
The Route of TBC in the Midland N
Shannon e Route O N the wviiaianas
L. Boderg n \
I a
' I C a V r'.. 7
3 \
\
Rathcroghan X CQ V74
< ¢ Ramor A e
(Crugghain) ) ‘91',5
{
Tulsk Strokestown
T, . 4
Toomona A
Ardkillin L.
&4
\’bé\
39 Edgeworthstown ¢ ~_ 7
| )
C; _VRathowen
o -- N
™ Y
il Roscommon
§
2
1
s
\
I_
3 ’
o \ Trim
> Lecargw o 'Mowﬁre Rathconrath ~ Slanemore Ballyglass
Tang R ~ &, u Hill (Ath Féne) 0
& *<¥—corr
FEE 'Ballymore
o . ‘W, 4 Uisneach 7
o * s, 2 A
C . s 5, e .
.The Clare®s, @ o 2
@ 4% Breoh Hill ey o S Kinnegad 2 (2 J
= sua® astletoy, i & N
; Athlone < e i / ghegan & I~ e o
2 e 7’
o (Ath Luain) - ~f \\ ar/y/ é\@ (¢] . ’l So 4 O |
< I \ & ,/ L.
Kil Moate - "' loed ’
Oge s
<\<\¢:§\ %y & f”fghan B 1 Kilbeggan 2 0 ffa ly 20 -
B ; ~=y e NN Vi G O-
zl Ballinasloe Clara 1y L N 2

Route of the Tain Refined



Route of the Tain B6 Cuailnge

Fergus Mac Roich leads Medb’s Army astray

“Then after the army has been led astray across bogs and
streams, they went and spent the night in Granard in northern
Tethba. For the sake of kinship Fergus sent a warning to the
Ulstermen who were still suffering from their debility, all except
Cu Chulainn and his father Sualtaim. ...

... Then Fergus was given the task of leading the army along the
path. He went far astray to the south to give the Ulstermen time
to complete the mustering of their army. This he did out of
affection for his own kin.

Ailill and Medb noticed this, and Medb said:

“ O Fergus, this is strange. What manner of path do we travel?
We go astray to south and to north, past every strange district™’



The Route of the Tain B6 Cuailnge

F e

-
A0 T SR e, -
s 1\ Ay !
’ LA A
S e RS At st i b yi
: ey ‘ i v
1 i\
‘ W i )

i LOUth m‘*_ o Y A
Ny by

Land of Legends , & }

Extract from ‘The Tain March’ publicity poster, June 2011



The Tain March:
a community initiative



‘Buidn’ of troops from the 27t Infantr 'Battalion, Irish Army, Aiken Barracks,
Dundalk on The Tain March, 2014
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The Tain March 2015
Outline of the Walking Route from Tulsk, Co. Roscommon to

Omeath, Co. Louth

Route Calculations:

a) Distances and times calculated from Google Maps.

b) Please note that all distances are in kilometres.

c) Names in capitalsindicate the start and finish points each day.

d) The route from Tulsk, Co. Roscommon (Criachain) to Oristown, Co. Meath (Tailtiu) mirrors the outward
journey of Queen Medb’s forcesin pursuit of the Brown Bull. The route from Oristown (Tailtiu) to Omeath,
Co. Louth (Cdailnge) mirrors the homeward journey with the captured bullin tow, i.e. Queen Medb’s
forces were movingin the opposite direction, from Omeath to Oristown.

e) TheTain March Committee need to sign off on the 9-day structure before the details of each day’s
walking are worked out.

f) It would be important that contact be established with community and business organisationsin Tulsk,
Scramoge, Longord, Granard, Fore, Kells, Rathkenny, Knockbridge, Dundalk, Ballymakellett and Omeath to
ensure that we have their co-operation and support.

e) Details of each day’s route will be fleshed out in the next stage of planning.
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ThE TAIN MAREH 2015

RATHhEROGhAD SERAMOGE GRADARD kells KNOekBRIDGE

Leanwev@ FORE &Ath:kenny

NEW WEBSITE: www.tainmarch.ie
FACEBOOK PAGE: Tain March

PHONE: Tom Laramie 087-2170131
DATES: Sat. 28t May - Mon. 6" June




The ORIGINAL Tain B6 Cuailnge !
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